
MARRIAGE AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

ANONYMOUS SUBMISSION  

How would you characterise your views on the Bill in general? 

In opposition 

I fail to see what additional legal rights the proposed legislation would give to same-
sex couples that the current legislation does not already provide.  Therefore the 
legislation in my opinion is a waste of time and scarce resources. 

How would you characterise your views on the introduction of same sex 
marriage, so that same sex couples can marry each other? 

 

How would you characterise your views on putting belief celebrants on the 
same footing as religious celebrants? 

In opposition 

Belief celebrants do not have the same training and background as religious 
celebrants.  Someone with 6 or 7 years study should not be put on the same footing 
as someone who has done a weekend course. 

How would you characterise your views on the arrangements for authorising 
celebrants to solemnise opposite sex and same sex marriage (including the 
opt-in procedures)? 

 

How would you characterise your views on civil partnerships changing to 
marriages?  

 

How would you characterise your views on allowing civil marriage ceremonies 
to take place anywhere, other than religious premises, agreed between the 
couple and registrar? 

 

How would you characterise your views on allowing the religious and belief 
registration of civil partnerships? 

 

How would you characterise your views on allowing transgender persons to 
stay married when obtaining a full Gender Recognition Certificate, which 
provides legal recognition in the acquired gender? 



Would you like to comment on the wider issue of protections for those in 
society who may have concerns about same sex marriage? 

There is a definite concern about freedom of speech.  Already I sense there is a fear 
to say anything against same-sex marriage. 

Would you like to comment on the wider issue of freedom of speech? 

As a secondary teacher I am particularly concerned about the right of teachers (and 
indeed all public sector workers) to express support for traditional marriage.  A 
primary teacher in England has already been reprimanded because she refused to 
read a book to her infant pupils about gay penguins.  This is really quite a Stalinist 
approach and will probably happen in Scotland as well. 

Would you like to comment on any other wider issues in relation to the Bill that 
are not mentioned above? 

 

Are you responding as... 

a private individual 
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